* TOPICAL EVENTS OF THE YEAR *
dons, but capital convicts were exhibited in the con-
demned pew of the chapel on the previous Sunday.
Gibbon Wakefield has described this edifying ceremony.
When he saw it one of the condemned men was little
more than a boy. The sheriffs attended in state, wearing
their gold chains, with footmen in state liveries standing
behind them. At this date the public was usually ex-
cluded, but if the murderer were sufficiently notori-
ous, the sheriffs could be persuaded to set aside the
rule:

'The morning hymn is sung first, as if to remind the
condemned that next morning at 8 a.m. they are to die.
The service proceeds. At last the burial service is reached.
The youth alone is able to read, but from long want of
practice he is at a loss to find the place in his prayer-book.
The ordinary observes him, looks to the sheriffs, and
says aloud, "The service for the dead!" The youth's hands
tremble as they hold the book upside-down.. ..

* All have sung The Lamentation of a Sinner, and have
seemed to pray "especially for those now awaiting the
awful execution of the law". We come to the sermon.. ..
For a while the preacher addresses himself to the con-
gregation at large. ... At length he pauses, and then in
a deep tone, which, though hardly above a whisper, is
audible to all, says, "Now for you, my poor fellow mor-
tals, who are about to suffer the last penalty of the
law. ..." In the same solemn tone he talks about the
minutest of crimes, punishments, bonds, shame, igno-
miny, sorrow, sufferings, wretchedness, pangs, childless
parents, widows, and helpless orphans, broken and con-
trite hearts, and death tomorrow morning for the benefit
of society. What happens? The dying men are dread-
fully agitated. . . . One grasps the back of the pew, his
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